


















Specification of Apprenticeship Standards for England (SASE)

Level 4 Higher Apprenticeships 

Qualifications Concerned with the Sector

27.  A Higher Apprenticeship framework must specify the 
qualification or qualifications which an apprentice must 
obtain. Any such qualifications specified in a Higher 
Apprenticeship framework must be underpinned by 
National Occupational Standards (NOS). The qualifications 
must either be regulated by Ofqual to Level 4 of the QCF 
and be approved by the SSC, or be a Foundation degree or 
HND or HNC at an equivalent level. The qualifications must 
provide the evidence that the individual has achieved: 

 a.  The competencies required for performance in the 
particular occupation or job role; 

 b.  The technical skills and knowledge/understanding of 
the theoretical concepts specifically relating to the 
occupation or job role, together with knowledge and 
understanding of the industry and its market. 

Section 27 (2)

28.  A Higher Apprenticeship framework must satisfy this 
requirement, either by:

 a.  specifying a competence qualification and a separate 
knowledge qualification, each of which must carry at 
least ten credits on the QCF; or

 b.  specifying an integrated qualification which combines 
competence and knowledge elements which are 
separately assessed, each of which must carry at least 
ten credits on the QCF; or

 c.  specifying a Foundation degree or HND or HNC which 
meets the requirements in paragraph 27.

Section 27 (2)

Functional Skills

29.  Requirements are as for a Level 3 Advanced 
Apprenticeship framework.

Section 27 (1)

Employee Rights and Responsibilities (ERR)

30.  Requirements are as for a Level 2 Section 27 (1)
Apprenticeship framework.

Personal Learning and Thinking Skills (PLTS)

31.  Requirements are as for a Level 2 
Apprenticeship framework.

Section 27 (1)

Guided Learning Hours (GLH)

32.  Requirements are as for a Level 2 
Apprenticeship framework.

Section 27 (1)
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